
Town Hall Meeting 

Welcome 

Sponsored by the NL Seniors’, Pensioners’ and Retirees’ Coalition 

Moderated by: Ed Hancock 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

• Each candidate will be given 2 minutes to make some opening remarks. (6 minutes) 
• There will be five (5) questions in total. 
• Moderator will select the order of response randomly. 
• Each candidate will have 3 minutes to respond to the question. (45 minutes) 
• After the planned questions are concluded, questions will be entertained from the floor, 

please speak into a mic so everyone can hear. You can direct your question to one 
candidate or request all three to respond. (20 minutes to respond) 

• Each candidate will have 2 minutes for closing remarks.  (6 minutes) 
• Closing remarks by moderator. 

Question 1: Financial Security & Cost of Living 

Introduction: The Market Basket Measure, that sets the poverty threshold, is based on the cost 
of a specific basket of goods and services representing a modest, basic standard of living for a 
reference family.  These numbers reflect the preliminary 2023-base thresholds and poverty 
rates for 2020 to 2023  

Newfoundland & Labrador, 2023 data 

     1-person   2-persons 

Rural 25,299 35,777 
Population, 30,000 less 25,522 36,094 
Population,30,000-99,999 26,194 37,044 
St. John’s 26,519 37,503 

In 2024, the average monthly CPP benefit was approximately $808, equating to $9,700 
annually. 

In 2024, OAS (age 65-74) = $8,881 per annum; age 75+ = $9769 per annum. 

Even with the GIS, which is based on combined income and marital status, seniors living on 
these sources of income are significantly below these threshold levels.  

When a person’s or a family’s income falls below these thresholds, it can be assumed that 
they cannot reasonably afford to pay for the needed goods and services in the community 
where they live.   

Questions #1. How will your party address the issue of food insecurity and the escalating cost 
of basic goods, specifically for seniors and others on low incomes? 



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Question 2: Aging at Home/In Place 
 
Introduction: Many of the Government programs that offer assistance have income eligibility 
levels that are too low for many people to qualify. Government over the past two budgets has 
made increases to the eligibility levels for the NL Seniors Benefit, home maintenance and 
repairs and home energy savings and have created a caregiver benefit that is income tested, 
leaving some seniors with the possibility of losing some of their much-needed other benefits, 
such as drug coverage. 
 
Question #2. Will your party increase income eligibility levels for other programs, will these 
new levels be aligned with the Market Basket Measure and will your party commit to providing 
home support services to seniors free of charge? 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Question #3: Health Care  
 
Introduction: Health Care remains a critical concern for seniors in this Provincial Election. 
Their concerns range from long wait periods for appointments, non-friendly senior waiting 
times in Emergency, travel distances for care, lack of ability to pay for prescriptions, high cost 
of drugs, lack of caregiver services and limited funding to access these services when 
available, number of hours of coverage, hospital discharge planning, and the list goes on. 
 
Question #3: Will your party provide timely primary health care to all persons, especially 
seniors, and what would be your party’s timeline for implementation? Will the remedies you 
propose be in alignment with the 10-Year Health Accord, which is the people’s plan and was 
endorsed by all political parties? 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Question #4: Call to Action/Long term Care/Personal Care Homes 
 
Introduction: The Premier publicly announced that the Department of Health will develop an 
Action Plan to address the recommendations of the Expert Panel Review, the Auditor 
General’s Report, and the Seniors’ Advocate Call for Action concerning the operations and 
programs in care homes.  
 
Question #4: What is the commitment of your Party to implementation of such an Action Plan?  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Question #5: Police Services & Seniors Safety 
 
Introduction: Seniors have become the acceptable casualties in our nation’s rampant fraud 
crisis, the victims of home invasions, violent attacks on the street and at places of 
convenience for criminals, such as bank machines, and are living in fear of when they might 



become the next victim in the crime wave of drug trafficking, human smuggling, money 
laundering, theft, and personal violence. Police forces in Newfoundland and Labrador have 
had to shift priorities due to insufficient staffing, resources, and infrastructure to keep ahead 
of the increasing violence, while vulnerable persons go unattended in their need to have their 
complaints addressed and to receive justice. This neglect is confirmed by Statistics Canada 
which is reporting an increased crime rate in NL coupled with a decline in the number of sworn 
RNC and RCMP officers.  
 
Questions #5. Will your party support increasing the number of sworn RNC and RCMP officers 
and installing or repositioning detachments to respond to this neglect and to meet the 
national police to population ratio? 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thank you for attending today 
 
Drive safe; stay well 
 
And make your vote count! 
 


