
ELECTION DAY in Newfoundland & Labrador is October 14. Your vote counts! 

The affiliated associations of the NL Seniors’ and Pensioners’ Coalition encourage our 
memberships to vote wisely on election day, or in any of the advance polls. This election is 
important, as it is the key location where you can tell our political leaders what matters most 
to you. Vote for the policies that will give you security, safety, and the best health and social 
benefits in your retirement years. Let’s make this election about issues that are of importance 
to seniors in our Province!  Consider asking any of the following questions when someone 
seeking your vote is knocking on your door: 

Cost of Living & Financial Security 

Seniors in this Province deserve to live with sufficient income that supports dignity and 
security. 

1. Income Eligibility Levels for Programs. Many of the Government programs that offer 
assistance have income levels that are too low for many folks to qualify. This Coalition 
has been advised that for many months now this issue is being looked at by the 
Government. Government has recently made announcements about increases to the 
eligibility levels for home modifications and repairs, and home energy savings plans.  
Question: Will your party increase income eligibility levels for other programs that aid 
older persons, and will these new levels be aligned with the Market Basket Measure 
that sets the poverty threshold? 
 

2. Seniors’ Social Well Being Plan. The SSWB Plan identifies the Implementiation of a 
second targeted Basic Income Pilot for people aged 60 to 64 who are currently 
receiving Income Support and the Community Supports Program through the 
Department of Health and Community Services. 
Question: Since a second pilot has been introduced, will your party commit to 
implementing a permanent Basic Income Plan that makes payments for people aged 
60-64 that match the federal seniors benefits for people aged 65 and over?  
 

3.  Question: How will your party address the issue of food insecurity, specifically for 
seniors and others on low incomes? 
 

4. Question: Where does your party stand on the creation of a Guaranteed Basic Income? 

Health Care 

Health Care remains a critical concern for seniors in this Provincial Election. Please consider 
any of these questions or add another that is troublesome for you. 

1. Call for Action/Long Term Care/Personal Care Homes. The Premier publicly 
announced that the Department of Health will develop an Action Plan to address the 
recommendations of the Expert Panel Review, the Auditor General’s Report, and the 
Seniors’ Advocate Call for Action concerning the operations and programs in care 
homes.  



Question: What is the commitment of your Party to implementation of such an Action 
Plan?  
Question: What actions will your party take to enable older Canadians to age with 
dignity in the place of their choosing?  
 

2. Question re: Minister of Seniors. Will your party give full authority and responsibility to 
the Minister of Seniors for all services to seniors from home care to palliative care, 
instead of the current spilt approach to services throughout other departments of 
Government?  
 

3. Primary Health Care.  
Question: will your party provide timely primary health care to all persons, especially 
seniors, and what would be your party’s timeline for implementation? 
 

4. Question re: National Pharmacare. Three provinces and one Territory have made 
national pharmacare deals with the federal Government. Will your party implement 
this program in this province? And will it be universal?   
 

5. Aging at Home. It has been stated by this Coalition and other advocates for seniors’ 
issues that older persons want to age at home or in place at a community location that 
suits their needs.  In order for this to happen, seniors need services and supports to 
physically age in place in comfort and security. Many renovations are cost-prohibitive 
or the eligibility levels for government assistance are too low, and many folks do not 
qualify. 
Question: Will your party address this issue through increased levels of eligibility for 
financial assistance or the provision of no cost loans to enable more folks to age at 
home?  
 

6. Home Support Services.  
Question: Will your party commit to providing home support services for seniors free 
of charge?  
 

7. Housing. Many seniors living in rental units are being forced from their 
accommodations so landlords can market the property at a higher level of rent. This is 
leading to an unbelievable level of homelessness amongst seniors.   
Question: Will your party develop and implement a Seniors’ Housing Strategy that also 
includes a direction for rent control? 
 

8. Safe Long Term Care Act. It is understood that continuing consultations are ongoing 
with the federal Government on the Safe Long Term Care Act. 
Queston: Will your party commit to developing provincial long term care legislation, 
regulations, and updating provincial standards? Will your party ensure that the 
provincial legislation and regulations reflect the federal Safe Long Term Care Act 
(when enacted)? implement the national legislation and standards for long-term care 
of older adults across the care continuum of long-term residential, personal care 
homes, home and community care settings? Will your party commit to public reporting 
on agency compliance with long term care standards? 



 
9. Question: Will your party commit to ensuring appropriate long-term care across the 

continuum in Newfoundland Labrador?  
 

Police Services 
1. Police Officers & Crime Rate. Statistics Canada is reporting an increased crime rate in 

NL coupled with a decline in the number of sworn RNC officers.  
Question: Will your party support increasing the number of sworn RNC officers to 
meet the national police to population ratio? 


