
 

 

NL Seniors’ Coalition Meeting 

Minister John Abbott 

Minister for Seniors 

May 23, 2025 

 

Members of the Coalition met with Minister Abbott on May 23,2025 at the 

Confederation Building.  

 

Present: Sharron Callahan, Marilyn Best, Mary Cleary, Joyce Reardon, 

Robert St. Croix, Mike Siscoe, Minister John Abbott and Tracy English, Assistant 

Deputy Minister, 

 

The meeting commenced at 11:00 am and introductions were made, identifying the  

organizations that each person represented. 

 

Sharron thanked the Minister for his quick response to our request for a meeting. 

  

Sharron advised that she did not have a formal agenda of topics for discussion for 

today, as the Coalition was primarily interested to know the setup of this new 

Department, what services the Department was going to provide, what services are 

being retained, and the interconnection with other departments that provided 

services for all persons that included services to seniors.  The Minister advised that 

the Department is in the initial stages of operations and a lot is still being sorted 

out.  He advised that during the leadup to the election of the Premier when he and 

the Premier were on the campaign trail, they heard a lot about seniors’ issues and it 

became very evident to Premier Hogan and himself that seniors’ issues were 

prominent in all locations where he met with voters. Because of this, and despite 

the election results both the Premier and he were committed to the establishment of 

a department that was dedicated to the concerns and issues respecting seniors. 

 

The framework of the Department is still a work in progress, but the Aging and 

Seniors Division is being retained and that Division will report to him through the 

ADM Tracy English. The Minister advised that the Cabinet Committee on Seniors, 

which he chairs, will be the lead on the accountability for all cross-departmental 

issues impacting seniors and that committee is currently cataloguing all these 

concerns and establishing a framework for accountability to Cabinet. This would 

include such issues as the recent Report of the Expert Panel on Long Terma Care 

and Personal Care Homes, the Seniors’ Advocate Report on the same topic and the 

recent Auditor General’s Report. As the Chair of this Cabinet Committee, Minister 

Abbott advised that within Government he views himself as a senior’s advocate 



 

 

and will raise issues pertinent to seniors at this committee. He stressed that he is 

also the Minister of Housing and realizes that many concerns of seniors are 

focused on their living arrangements. The Minister was anxious to be made aware 

of the pressing issues for seniors so that his department can begin developing a 

strategy to address them. It was noted that at present over 28% of our provincial 

population is over 60 and this percentage will only grow in years to come. 

 

Marilyn Best raised the issue of the importance of family care givers. It is obvious 

that there has to be support to address the needs of our aging population. Thus, 

families who are able to provide care for their elderly family members require 

recognition for their contribution and need supports to enable them to continue 

with this valuable care. Family care givers require enhanced support if they are 

going to be able to continue what they do and since there is a fundamental policy 

direction to have people age at home, these supports need to be in place to enable 

this care. Minister Abbott acknowledged the work of family care givers and will 

continue to work towards more supports for them. 

 

Joyce Reardon raised that the matter of elderly people losing their places of 

residence whether it be in personal care home or in private accommodations. She 

cited the case of a gentleman in his 80’s who is renting an apartment but will have 

to leave as the family is needing the apartment for university and he is not able to 

pay the increased rent that his landlord has implemented. This is also happening to 

residents in personal care homes where their rent has been raised and they are not 

able to meet the new rent amount. Thus, they are being forced out of their current 

acceptable accommodations and have to find alternate arrangements which as we 

know is very difficult in our current housing environment. Minister Abbott 

acknowledged the stress that this causes seniors and will look into the case that 

Joyce raised as well as the increases in rents in Personal Care Homes. Joyce also 

raised the issues of insufficient staff and the level of care in Personal Care Homes.   

 

As for the above noted reports, the Departments of Health and Community 

Services will be taking the lead, with Minister Abbott as Chair of the Cabinet 

Committee on Seniors ensuring the actions approved by Government are 

implemented. Minister Abbott advised that this committee is compiling all the 

issues that are being brought to their attention and the Committee of Seniors will 

be the key leader to address the recommendations on seniors’ home care. 

 

The report on Personal Care Homes is with the Department of Health and 

Community Services, but the Department of Seniors will also be looking at the 



 

 

issues raised and see that they are addressed properly. Minister Abbott stressed that 

accountability for needed actions will be a key issue for his Department. 

 

Several issues were identified as necessary to support seniors both in their own 

homes and in Personal Care Homes.  

- increases in rent in Personal Care Homes 

- Increased staff and monitor the level of care provided /or not provided 

- Specific training for staff in Personal Care Homes 

- Income eligibility level for services needs to be reviewed 

- Repairs to homes, again the eligibility level needs to be addressed 

- The overall threshold for eligibility for all government programs for seniors 

needs to be addressed 

- Recognition and provision of the needs to family members providing homecare 

 

Mike Siscoe brought up the issue of resources and staff required to provide the 

service improvements.  Minister Abbott responded that they are currently looking 

at ways to get younger people involved.  He spoke on the need for immigration to 

increase the qualified population.  He also spoke on the importance of appropriate 

training and accreditation.  He added that they needed to consider what they can 

properly accomplish within the limitations they face. 

 

Sharron raised the issue of collaboration between the Provincial and Federal 

Government with regard to seniors matters. Minister Abbott stressed that he will be 

in touch with the Secretary of State for Seniors, Minister Stephanie McLean, and 

with the federal MP Joanne Tompson. 

 

There are several events happening over the next months for seniors and Minister 

Abbott advised he was aware of them and would be in attendance. 

 

Mike offered one final comment as the meeting concluded, speaking to his concern 

about generational divide. He stated that the phrasing used on certain occasions, 

gives the impression that seniors are the cause of some of the situations we are in 

currently. We are an aging demographic, however, there needs to be fairness for 

everyone and not a generational divide.  It is a good thing that the younger 

generation is being assisted, however, it should not be at the expense of seniors. 

Minister Abbott acknowledged Mike’s remarks.  

 



 

 

The meeting concluded at 12:00 noon. Minister Abbott was pleased to meet with 

us and looks forward to future discussions. 

 

 

Minutes recorded by Mary Cleary 


