Meeting with Honourable Joanne Thompson
Minister for Seniors
January 30, 2025, 11:30 am

Attendees: Seniors Coalition - Sharron Callahan (Coalition Chair), Marilyn Best(NAFR),
Joanne Morrissey (NAFR), Mike Siscoe (CARP NL), Robert Howard (RNCVA), Albert Legge (
50+ Federation) Joyce Reardon (NAPE Retirees), Jon Soper (CBC Pensioners), Sharon
Penney ( RTANL)

Federal Government — Minister Joanne Thompson

Minister Joanne Thompson welcomed everyone to the meeting. The Coalition
representatives introduced themselves and the association they represented.

The Minister indicated that she would like to hear from everyone on their concerns and
what we would like to see happen. She indicated that she has heard concerns during her
time in office, acknowledged that while good things have been achieved, more work is
needed.

Sharon started the discussion with reference to the paper she had presented to the
Minister. She indicated that she would not go through everything, given the time available,
but will highlight areas of upmost importance. She asked that we provide our comments
as she went along.

National Seniors Strategy

Sharron commented on the need for a National Seniors Strategy. This has beenin
discussion for several years. Minister Thompson asked if she could clarify what that would
entail.

Sharron indicated that currently there were a number of strategies happening but this
lacked an over-arching umbrella. She explained that a National Seniors’ Strategy would
provide a foundation, a framework that would protect the rights of older persons, indicate
the priorities and values related to seniors and the important role seniors have played in
developing our country and provide guidance on policies affecting seniors.

A general discussion took place on UN Convention on the Rights of Older Persons. The
Minister indicated that it is difficult to get the consensus of all the countries involved. She
indicated that she would speak with Bob Rae to get more information on the status. She
would also discuss how and if a Canadian “declaration” could be implemented.

Safe Long Term Care Act
Sharron asked the status of the Act. Minister Thompson indicated that it was currently on
hold. She indicated it was very important for her and she had been watching if during the



fall hoping to bring it to the floor. She indicated it was ready to go, that it just needed to be
debated. It was questioned whether a change of government would mean that it had to
start over. She indicated that wouldn’t be the case.

She indicated that the House would have to reconvene in March for the Ways and Means
motions. So, whether this got debated at that time would depend on what happens in the
House.

It was stated that the people want this in place and that the Federal Governments needs to
hold the provinces accountable.

Canada Dental Plan

A general discussion took place on the importance of this plan and the need to keep itin
place. A question was raised as to whether it would disappear with a change in
government. Minister Thompson indicated that she fully supported the Plan and realizes
the importance the Plan plays in the health of those needing the service.

A guestion was raised as to whether the Canada Dental Plan and Pharma Care will be
primary items for the Liberal Party. Minister Thompson indicated that she fully supported
both. She understood that both Plans play a pivotal role in maintaining the health of
individuals and preventing chronic illnesses.

Aging at Home

It was indicated that all jurisdictions have signed on to the importance of Aging at Home. It
was acknowledged that while some gains have been made in this area, we are lacking
sufficient caregivers. It was also indicated that more assistance needs to be given to family
members who are caring for aging relatives whether they are living in their home or not.
Many family members provide care with little or no assistance. In many cases they do not
have the necessary training or tools, and they suffer from burnout. Providing more
assistance to Aging at Home is more cost effective than acute care.

It was noted that one of the problems rests with the level of income ineligibility. There is no
consideration given to fixed expenses or the cost of living in general when considering who
is eligible. The income levels need to be increased to better ensure those in need receive
the assistance they need.

It was also noted that mandatory RRIF withdrawals need to be reviewed. This current
policy is not realistic given that individuals are living longer.

Minister Thompson agreed with these statements and acknowledged that this is an
essential area that requires more work. She indicated that this concern touches many
departments. We need to act as a community. The focus needs to be on assisting



individuals in staying out of Long-Term Care as long as is possible. There needs to be a shift
in how some of the programs are delivered.

For instance, with Health Care we need to shift ideas on what constitutes “acute care”. We
need to move toward more multi-disciplinary teams; we need to break down the barriers of
single providers.

Ageism

Sharron stated that the Federal Government in general and the Minister must continue to
push against the use of terms, phrases that bring up connotations of age etc.

It was stated that the phrasing used on certain occasions, gives the impression that
Seniors are the cause of some of the situations we are in currently.

We are an aging demographic, however, there needs to be fairness for everyone and not a
generational divide. We should be acting together to make the country better.

It was noted that the focus appears to be on assisting the younger generation; that seniors
are getting all the attention — OAS, CPP etc. Itis a good thing that the younger generation is
being assisted, however, not at the expense of seniors.

Seniors have contributed for years to the economy and continue to do so.
Miscellaneous

CPP/OAS
It was noted that we are firmly against tampering with CPP and OAS.

SCAMS
A general discussion took place on SCAMS in place.

A comment was made on the rates charged by Bell and Rogers. It was indicated that
individuals were quoted a rate, but this increased shortly after signing up with the provider.
It was noted that the government met with officials of Bell and Rogers for discussions on
this. However, the outcome was not known. Minister Thompson indicated she would look
into this.

TechKNOWotutors Project
It was noted that funding for this project was ending at the end of January. They provided
assistance with technology to Seniors. This was promoted by all of our organizations.

It was noted that Seniors NL received funding for something similar. Minister Thompson
indicated she would look into this and get back to us.



The meeting ended at approximately 12:30
A photo of the group was taken.

Submitted by
Marilyn Best



