NL Seniors’ & Pensioners’ Coalition Meeting
July 31, 2024
NAPE Bldg.

The meeting convened at 10:05 am.

Coalition Members present: Sharron Callahan (Chair), Wayne Noseworthy (NLPSPA), Mary
Cleary (NLPSPA), Albert Legge (RTANL), Bob Howard (RNCVA), Daniel Reid (NAPE), Mike
Siscoe (CARP NL), Joyce Reardon (NAPE), Joanne Morrissey (NAFR), Sheila Singleton
(MUNPA), Jon Soper (CBC Pensioners), lan McMaster (CARP NL), Colleen Morisson (CARP
NL).

Also in attendance: Heather McPherson, MP for Edmonton-Strathacona and NDP Party Whip;
Lindsay Mathyssen, MP London-Fanshawe and Deputy House Leader; Mary Shortall, Federal
NDP Party President.

Sharron called the meeting to order and introduced the Coalition and outlined its mandate. She
advised that the Coalition since its inception has been a strong voice for the rights of seniors in
our province and has played a key role in successfully advocating for the Senior’s Advocate
position in this province. As well a previous member of the Coalition, Dr. Maurice Brewster
(deceased), was one of the early advocates for universal dental program and seeing the program
come into being, despite some issues, would be a very strong testimonial to his long-ago vision.

Those present from the Coalition introduced themselves and identified the Association
/Organization they represent, providing details of their membership number and outreach. It was
clear from this information that this Coalition has the ear of many of the province’s
seniors/retirees.

Heather and Lindsay spoke to the Private Member’s Bill, C-387, that they are hoping will pass to
prevent the possibility of the Premier of Alberta achieving her stated intent to withdraw the
province of Alberta from the Canada Pension Plan. Information was provided about the process
for how a Private Member’s Bill is tabled and the details that they are asking for to prevent this
from happening.

It was clear from the information if this will have serious negative consequences on the people of
Alberta, in particular, and the rest of the country as a whole if this withdrawal is allowed to
happen.

Voices around the table were able to clearly support the Private Member’s Bill in principal and
reiterate the negative consequences it would have on this province in particular. It was evident
that a nationwide campaign is needed to educate the public on the dangerous precedent that this
action could set for other possible legislation that can also negatively impact the people of this
country. Unions, Associations /Organizations working with and for the working class need to be
very vocal on this matter. Current and prospective pensioners in particular, need to realize just
how seriously their financial future will be impacted if anyone is allowed to disrupt the current
status of the Canada Pension Plan. It was pointed out that the Canada Pension Plan is the most



successful pension plan in the world and cannot be allowed to be tampered with in any way. If
this disaster is realized the people of this country can prepare for other changes to benefits that
are currently in place that support workers.

This topic is one that will be monitored closely by the Coalition and the Coalition will support
and take whatever actions it can do to ensure the people of the province, and Canada, are aware
of the dire implications should the CPP be dismantled.

Meeting adjourned @ 11:15.

Minutes recorded by
Mary Cleary



